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This summer the focus has been on Washington and the 

debt crisis. As usual our representative. have continued to kick 
the can down the road. Their agreement doesn't solve the 
problem, it barely slows debt growth. 

Washington knows we are hooked on all those govemment 
entitlement programs. They are afraid to cut for fear of being 
voted out. We need statesmanship now or we will soon be the 
second Argentina of the Americas. 

And how are things going in Richmond? By the sound of the 
news release. w. must be doing well. This Is our second year in 

a row with a surplus. The ugly fact is the surplus was made 
possible by reducing payments into Virginia Retirement System 

(VRS). So the VRS Is short some $17 billion but we'll fix that 
later. Yes our representatives in Richmond are creative. 

The VRS accounting worked this way for our school budget. 
The budget showed a reduction of $4.2M which normally would 
have been paid into VRS. The FY12 budget showed an increase of 

$2.2M. The increase brings the payment halfway back to where it 

should be and is still $2M short. For these two years we owe VRS 
$6.3M plus interest. 

In my last letter I mentioned the $3091 sq.ft. for 
constructing a new building and classrooms costing $542,000 
each. I mentioned the $1.7M In federal Education ..lob Funds that 

was divvied up among all school employees and the $260,000 for 
school bus GPS. 

Well the list goes on~ The School Board is now approving"a 

lighting retrofit school by school. They are replacing the T14 
fluorescent with TB fluorescent. PB Smith elementary will cost 

$119,999. The purpose Is to save energy. 
I'm for saving energy but how much of a cost trade off is 

her.? How many years to recoup the cost? When are the 
retrofitted schools scheduled for renovation? Why TB rather than 

T4 or LEOs? Is this program just to save energy regardless of 

cost? 
The school also wants to increase teacher pay and 



benefits. They want to be competitive with Northem Virginia. I 
don't accept this Idea. Every week day morning and afternoon 
our highways are filled with commuters to and from Northem 
Virginia. They want the higher paying jobs but not the higher cost 
of living Northem Virginia. 

Our teachers have done fairly well with pay over the last 
seven years. In FY06 they received a $3000 ra'••, in FY07 $3000, 
in FY08 $1500, In FY09 $1500 ($9000 In four years). In FY11 they 
received 3% of salary or $1500 whichever is greater. This year 
health Insurance is going up $1,025,174 and all of it Is paid for by 
the school. Contributions to retirement are paid for by the school 
and these benefits don't show up on your W2. They are not taxed. 
Teacher ••Iaries are getting out of Une with the rest of us who 
Itve and work here. 

School spending is growing and the spending has IIttie to 

do with classroom teaching. Where should we be spending our 
limited school dollars7 Money Is limited and should not be spent 
on a four story atrium or Infonnal leamlng centers. It should be 
used to educate our children. 

Are you concemed about where your property taxe. are 
headed7 Are you concemed about the quality of your son or 
daughter'. education? You can't leave It up to someone else. It's 
part of your job as a citizen. You must find the time. 

Why am I writing th••• 'ett.rs? I do not s_k any public 
office, but I hope to awaken you to your responsibility .s a 
citizen of this great nation. It's the price you pay for your 
freedom. 
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